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 Sergeant Major John M. Mersino, Command Sergeant Major United States European Command

Sergeant Major Mersino assumed his duties as the Senior Enlisted Advisor of the United States European Command on 29 March 2002, after serving as U.S. Marine Corps Forces, Atlantic, Europe and South Sergeant Major.

Sergeant Major Mersino enlisted in the Marine Corps on 22 November 1972. Upon completion of Recruit Training at Parris Island South Carolina, Private First Class Mersino attended the basic Combat Engineering Course at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina and was transferred to Iwakuni, Japan. He then deployed to Nam Phong, Thailand and served with Task Force Delta, Marine Air Base Squadron 15, Marine Aircraft Group 15, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing and participated in direct combat support operations for Cambodia and the Republic of Vietnam. Upon his return to Iwakuni, Lance Corporal Mersino was assigned to Headquarters and Maintenance Squadron 17 and was transferred to Marine Corps Base, Quantico, Virginia, where he served as a Brig Chaser for Service Company, Support Battalion.

In November 1974, Corporal Mersino reenlisted for Drill Instructor School at Parris Island, South Carolina. Graduating in May 1975, Sergeant Mersino was assigned to "A" Company, 1st Recruit Training Battalion where he served as a Drill Instructor and Senior Drill Instructor. Staff Sergeant Mersino reported in June 1977 to Detachment "A", Marine Wing Support Group 37, Camp Pendleton, California. Serving as the Engineer Operations Chief, Construction Chief, Utilities Chief, Motor Transport Chief and Detachment Career Planner. Attended Engineer Operation Chiefs course in 1978 and in 1979 was ordered back to Parris Island, South Carolina, where he served as a Drill Instructor, Senior Drill Instructor and Assistant Battalion Operations Chief. In March 1980, Staff Sergeant Mersino was reassigned as a Squad Instructor at Drill Instructor School, serving as the Leadership, Physical Training, and Recruit Evaluation Instructor. Gunnery Sergeant Mersino was assigned in 1981 to Recruit Training Regiment Headquarters as the Regimental Drill Master.

Gunnery Sergeant Mersino was transferred in July 1982 to 3d Force Service Support Group, Okinawa, Japan, where he served as the Company Gunny, Construction Chief and First Sergeant for "A" Company, 9th Engineer Support Battalion. In August 1983, he was transferred to Cherry Point North Carolina for duty as S-4 Chief, Wing Engineer Squadron 27, Marine Wing Support Group 27, 2d Marine Aircraft Wing. Upon completion of the Advanced Course at Quantico, Virginia, Master Sergeant Mersino assumed new duties as the Administrative Chief, Wing Engineer Squadron 27. After redesignation to First Sergeant he was assigned to "Bravo" Battery, 3d Light Anti-Aircraft Missile LAAM Battalion until May 1987. He was transferred to Marine Barracks, Washington, DC, serving as First Sergeant "B" Company until October 1990.

In November 1990, Sergeant Major Mersino reported to 3d Marine Division for duty with 2d Batta1ion 12th Marines. Deployed to Southwest Asia where the 2d Battalion, 12th Marines served with the 10th Marine Regiment, 2d Marine Division during Operations Desert Shield/Storm. He returned to Parris Island in October 1991 as Sergeant Major for the 4th Recruit Training Battalion and the Support Battalion. In March 1994, he assumed the duties as Sergeant Major 22nd Marine Expeditionary Unit and participated in Operations Deny Flight, Provide Promise and Sharp Guard in support of NATO operations in the former Yugoslavia. In May 1995, he assumed the duties as Director, Staff Noncommissioned Officers Academy, Quantico, Virginia and in February 1997, he became the Sergeant Major, Marine Corps University and Director, Enlisted Professional Military Education. In November 1998, he was transferred to New Orleans, Louisiana, where he served as Sergeant Major, 4th Marine Division until June 2000. On 14 July 2000, he assumed the duties as U.S. Marine Corps Forces, Atlantic, Europe and South Sergeant Major.

Sergeant Major Mersino's personal decorations include the Legion of Merit Meritorious Service Medal with two gold stars, the Navy Commendation Medal with two Gold Stars, the Navy Achievement Medal and the Combat Action Ribbon.

