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U.S. Government Donates Over USD$88,000 for Training Center in Tunisia

SIDI BOU ALI, Tunisia –  Office of Defense Cooperation personnel from the United States European Command and State Dept officials from the United States Embassy in Tunisia signed a Humanitarian Assistance project amendment obligating USD $88,500 in Sidi Bou Ali  on Jan. 31.  

This important event marks the United States’ commitment to the people of Tunisia, and will finish expanding the Sidi Bou Ali Training Center for Mentally Challenged Individuals.

Work on this Center began last year.  Construction of the first floor of the Center was completed and additional equipment and furniture was delivered to the center last November.  The building project is scheduled to be completed in June of this year.  This facility will provide training and facilitate the social integration of up to 60 mentally handicapped children in Sidi Bou Ali and vicinity.  

European Command Humanitarian Assistance programs contribute approximately USD$200,000 to Tunisia annually. The Humanitarian Assistance programs contribute approximately USD$2.7 Million in construction related projects, and approximately $300,000 worth of DoD Excess Property annually to  North African countries overall, including Tunisia, Morocco, Algeria, Mauritania, Niger, Chad, and Mali.  Construction projects range from to building schools, orphanages, medical clinics, HIV/AIDS testing centers and disaster response warehouses, to digging water wells and repairing water sanitation systems.  Excess Property sent into these countries includes school and medical furniture, supplies, and even vehicles.  All DoD Humanitarian Assistance activities are aimed at improving the lives of people in the world.
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