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Service members whose dependents attended Department of Defense Dependent Schools within USEUCOM ranked education as the number one Quality of Life factor in the command, according to a recent parental survey.  Medical and housing were ranked two and three respectively on the same survey.

The survey was conducted February through March by the U.S. European Command, J-1 Quality of Life Division.  Questionnaires were mailed to a random sampling of parents whose children attended DoDDS schools in the United Kingdom, Italy, Turkey, and Germany.  Overall, parents were satisfied with the quality of education offered by DoDDS.   In fact, 83 percent of the parents felt the education their dependents received at DoDDS was either good or excellent.  

More than 88 percent of the respondents also believed DoDDS provided their children with a safe learning environment (either good or excellent) that was conducive to learning.   But parents differed in their opinions about the curriculum.  Most were either somewhat satisfied or very satisfied with science, language arts, social studies, and math programs.  There were concerns, however, with physical education, electives, vocational/ technical programs, and foreign languages. 

Respondents were asked to rate how well DoDDS communicated about activities within the school system.  These included parent/teacher conferences and periodic progress reports as well as weekly classroom newsletters, meetings with guidance counselors and local administrators.  Seventy-five percent of the respondents indicated they were very satisfied with these efforts.  

However, parents were concerned with their abilities to influence their specific schools, particularly as members of school boards and councils. Fifty-two percent felt it was good.  But many also wanted to contribute in other ways, particularly with parent-teacher co-ops, school improvement planning, and curriculum development.  These activities had proportional gains of 30 percent or more from those wanting to contribute to them.   

“I’m pleased to see parents ranked EUCOM schools so high,” said Ms. Diana Ohman, DoD Education Activity  Deputy Director of DoDDS-Europe.  “We received excellent feedback on areas for improvement from the parents.  Together, we’ll work to improve the quality of education throughout EUCOM.”

 To view a complete copy of the survey results, go to http://www.eucom.mil/.  Or write:  HQ EUCOM, ATTN: J1Q, Unit 30400, APO AE 09131.

