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DoDDS-Europe News is a publication to inform military leaders in Europe about policy, trends, research, programs, and practices related to DoD dependent education.


The opening of another school year means that over 46,500 students have returned to the classrooms across DoDDS-Europe.  As the new year gets into full swing, parents and students need to form a working partnership with the schools and their staff that will result in a successful academic year.  One important aspect of this partnership is consistent school attendance.  Regular daily attendance correlates directly with success in school.  Parents in partnership with the school and community can make sure their children attend school daily, complete the academic requirements, graduate from high school, and learn the values and skills needed so they can be successful in the world of work.  If everyone does their part, DoDDS-Europe students can secure their place as educated citizens of the future.
I sincerely appreciate commanders and senior enlisted personnel across Europe for their assistance in bringing about a smooth commencement of the new school year.  There were celebrations and open houses of all sorts involving parents and community agencies.  The success of our schools is highly dependent upon strong community support.  I salute you for your efforts to partner with us in making a difference for all students. Each month, I will be sending this newsletter to you in an effort to improve our communication link.  Kindly pass it along to commanders and senior enlisted personnel in your communities.  I welcome feedback on any of the challenges we face and look forward to your support and involvement.











Diana Ohman

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN

As we begin a new school year, the Department of Defense Education Activity enters its 3rd year of a Community Strategic Plan (CSP).  This plan contains the strategic direction for DoDEA for the years 2001-2006.  The plan unifies the strategic direction for all of DoDEA, yet provides the flexibility to adjust to the unique issues and challenges each program and each community faces. The complete plan can be accessed on the DoDEA website at www.odedodea.edu.

We have asked principals to find appropriate ways to inform new teachers, parents, and community leaders about the plan.  The involvement of parents and commanders will be continually sought at all levels in the school improvement process.  This process at the grass roots level develops strategies to address local school needs and limitations. Your interest, support, and involvement are welcomed as we continue to implement this plan. 

CASUALTY ASSISTANCE

Each of our schools has a role to play in being an integral part of the total plan to care for families during times of crisis and conflict.  In the weeks and months ahead, we will ensure that every effort is made to work closely with commanders in any way possible to support our students, parents, employees, and military communities.  

Our schools can provide casualty assistance to communities.  Principals need to be included in command discussions about casualty notification.  Very often, these instances involve dependent children or DoDDS employees.  We are not in the notification business but want to help and have resources that can assist commanders.  Please call on us if needed.

CHAIN OF COMMAND

There will be times during the school year when soldiers, sailors, marines, or airman may have questions or concerns about a child’s education.  If the question is about a classroom matter, please always urge the parent or sponsor to meet and/or contact the teacher of the class.  If the concern is not resolved with the teacher, or is about a school policy, please ask them to call the principal.  School policies may also be a topic for the School Advisory Committee.  

Of course, we hope that the teacher and/or principal will be able to resolve the matter. If not, a parent may call the District Superintendent.  If there still is a concern, I am the next person in the chain of command as the Director for DoDDS-Europe.  I can be reached at DSN: 338-7614, or Commercial: 49 (if out of Germany)-611-380-7615.  If the matter is not resolved at this level, the Director of DoDEA, Dr. Joseph Tafoya, may be contacted in the U.S. at DSN: 426-4247 or Commercial: 703-696-4247.  

We hope that any question or concern will be taken care of at the school level, as that is the fastest way to answer the question or resolve the concern.  

SCHOOL ADVISORY PROCESS

One of the most important groups within a school community is the School Advisory Committee (SAC).  It is the chief vehicle for parents and teachers to have a voice in the decision-making and operations of a school.  As the new school year begins, newly elected SAC members will be trained in their new positions.

The committee may make recommendations and advise the principal on all matters within the jurisdiction of the SAC.  These matters include school policies toward students and parents; instructional programs and educational resources within the school to achieve educational goals; pupil services; extracurricular activities; student standards of conduct and discipline; and policies and standards of the dependents' education system related to the above matters.  

As you know, there is also an Installation Advisory Committee (IAC) that advises the installation commander on all matters regarding support provided by the military services to DoD schools serving an installation.  Members from each SAC in large communities make up the IAC (or School Boards in AF Communities).  In small communities, the SAC serves as both committees.  There is a specific chain of command and protocol for SACs/IACs to use when elevating issues for higher level review. The Advisory Committees/School Boards provide a vehicle for Superintendents and Principals to communicate with parents, receive their input, and coordinate solutions with all stakeholders.  
PRELIMINARY SCHOLASTIC APTITUDE TEST (PSAT) SY 03-04

This fall the Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) will again pay for tenth grade students to take the PSAT through a central contract with the College Board.  This year’s PSAT is scheduled for Tuesday, October 21.  
MARK YOUR CALENDARS

October 3
Advisory Council on Dependents Education Meeting (Wiesbaden)

October 6
European Schools Council (Stuttgart)
October 20-24
Principals’ Conference (Wiesbaden)

October 30
End of first quarter


Nov 3-14
Window for Parent Conferences (locally established dates)

Nov 16-22
American Education Week

DoDDS-Europe -- DSN 338-7612/7614 -- CIV (49) 0611-380-7612 --  FAX: DSN 338-7565 or 0611-380-7565

Director_DoDDS_Europe@eu.odedodea.edu













Math Matters

